
Non-Proliferation and Arms Control –SS,826 

(Elective Course) 

Course Description: The course will examine why and how disarmament, arms 

control, and nonproliferation have become important issues in modern diplomacy. It 

will analyze the progress made in agreeing on global and regional agreements, 

verification and compliance techniques, and the role such agreements play in post-

Cold War security discussions. It will focus on the impact that weapons of mass 

destruction have had on this process, how globalization has facilitated transfers of 

key weapons technologies and led to complex international trade controls, and how 

the current challenges to global security from proliferation, rogue states, non-state 

actors and terrorism are being addressed. 

Course Objectives: The purpose of this course is to understand the background of 

arms control and non-proliferation. The aim of the course is to make students 

analyze the problems of conflict caused by small arms proliferation in the developing 

world and the efforts so far made to limit this process. New weapons systems 

targeting cyber activity and space will be discussed as future challenges to arms 

control. New types of international response, such as the Proliferation Security 

Initiative and technology advances in verification, will also be discussed. The 

prospects for future progress in arms control will be examined in the context of new 

emerging powers and the diminishing effectiveness of conventional military power. 

Learning Outcomes: The students interested in this course would be able to 

develop an understanding of the following core questions:  

 What do arms control and disarmament stand for?  

 How this becomes important for deterrence and arms control stability between two or 

more two nuclear weapons states 

 Whether or not the continuous endeavors for the construction of both universal and 

regional nuclear non-proliferation regimes are possible amongst both major and 

smaller nuclear weapons states.    

 How can a state’s international commitments to nonproliferation be effectively 

enforced?  

 How should we address the proliferation risks that could accompany a growth in 

reliance on nuclear power?  

 



Course Content 

 

Week 1:  Origins and History of Arms Control 

Week 2:  A Brief History of Nuclear Weapons 

Week 3:  Pre-World War-II (Non-Nuclear Environment) 

Week 4:  Theoretical Approaches for Nuclear Weapons 

Week 5:  Formal and Informal Initiatives and International Response to the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Agenda   

Week 6:  The Treaty Making Bodies: The Conference on Disarmament (CD) - A   

multilateral Forum on Disarmament Debate and the UN 

Week 7:  Nuclear Fuel Bank: An Alternative Approach to the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Initiatives 

Week 8:  Regional Approach to the Non-Proliferation Issues 

Week 9: Midterm Exam 

Week 10: Security Concerns Attached to Small Arms and Light Weapons   

Week 11: Humanitarian Impact of SALW 

Week 12: Debate of CTBT and FMCT 

Week 13:  NNWS and Nuclear Non-Proliferation Agenda 

Week 14:  Deterrence Stability, Security Doctrines, and Escalation Control in 

South 

Week 15:  Multilateral Export Controls and Non-Proliferation 

Week 16:  Final Exams 
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